
MALIHINI MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Friday, July 10th, 2026

MEETING LOCATION 
The South Bay Historical Railroad Society (SBHRS)
1005 Railroad Avenue, Santa Clara, California (between the 
Santa Clara Police Department & Santa Clara University)

SETUP STARTS AT 7PM, MEETING AT 7:30PM

SPEAKER:  Robert Hamilton
 
TOPIC:  The Victorian Orchid Craze and 
	      Its Odontoglossum Legacy 
The 19th Century was the age of discovery, communication, 
information and transportation. A passion for orchids 
occured by the end of the 19th Century in England and 
given England’s climate, cool-growing andean orchids were 
favorites. The hybrid legacy of those years is carried forward 
in today’s hybrids. My talk spends a fair amount of time 
on the history of the 19th Century as it relates to plants 
and then introduces John Leathers and my enthusiasm in 
breeding and growing high elevation neo-tropical orchids. 
  
OPPORTUNITY PLANT TABLE:
Bob Hamilton, John Leathers & Orchid Design will provide 
the plant table.
 
SPEAKER BIO:  
I was born in Berkeley, California in 1946. My partner, John 
Leathers and I bought our first house in 1977, which formerly 
belonged to singer Country Joe McDonald. It had an attached 
solarium which we began filling with rare plants and orchids. 
Orchids became our passion. We currently grow in a 3200 foot 
rented greenhouse on the Pacific Coast and hybridize plants. We 
do our own lab work. Careerwise, I was Principal Development 
Engineer for shared world renowned semiconductor research 
facilities at UC Berkeley, retiring in 2017.
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NEW / RETURNING MEMBERS:
Welcome back to Chen-Hao Hsu. Thanks for your orchid 
contribution to June plant table.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
A big “thank you” to Chen-Hao Hsu for his presentation about his 
trip to Papua Indonesia, and for bringing a few plants for show and 
tell and adding a few plants to the opportunity table. It’s always a 
delight to see him and he always has interesting things to say… 
it’s more fun when he’s there.

SHOW AND TELL PLANTS:
Join us and show off by bringing your orchids in bloom and share 
your experience with us. You will receive one opportunity plant 
ticket and can win another orchid.

REFRESHMENTS:
Members who bring refreshments to a meeting receive one 
opportunity plant ticket. Contact the Refreshment Chairperson at 
the meeting to receive your tickets.  

MEMBER SALE PLANTS
All members have the opportunity to sell plants from their 
personal collections at regular meetings.  Members sell directly to 
the buyers. Sellers are responsible for paying any sales taxes.

NAME TAGS (BADGES)
You will receive a name tag after you become MOS member.

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Join our social media team to promote our Malihini Orchid 
Society, membership, show, take photos, posting, answer 
questions from the followers... 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please submit your article, show flyers, open house or other info… 
to our newsletter editor Angelic Nguyen:  
malihininews@gmail.com
before the 20th of the month. We will post it for you.

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ORCHIDinSANJOSE/
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MEMBERSHIP FEE
Since half the year is gone, the membership fee from July to 
December will be half the regular price. The membership fee is 
now $12.50 for the remaining year. That’s approximately $2.08 
per month! Please tell anyone interested in orchids!

MOS 2026 Speaker Schedule
August 14 – Cheri Wagner – Orchid Hydroponics
September 11 – Mary Gerritsen – TBA
October 9 – Ron Parson – TBA 

MOS 2026 OFFICERS
President - John Humphrey
Vice President - Dave Robison
Treasurer - John Humphrey
Secretary - (open)
Director of Ways & Means - Antonio Nguyen
Membership Chair - Yuko
Director at Large - Grace Keng
Opportunity Tickets - Liz Gehrig
Past President - Bill Weaver
Newsletter Editor - Angelic Nguyen (malihininews@gmail.com)
Webmaster - Amy Ohe
Orchid Show/Sale Chair -  OPEN

UPCOMING EVENTS

• July 25-26, 2026
San Francisco – Orchids In The Park   (See Flyer)
SF County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park 
Tickets and info at:
https://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/events.html 

• July 25-26, 2026
San Diego – Orchids In The Park  (See Flyer)
Casa Del Prado, Room 10
Balboa Park, San Diego, California.
Admission FREE
https://sdorchids.com
Saturday: Sale opens at 10am - 6pm.  
Show starts at noon.
Sunday: 10am - 4pm.
• American Orchid Society judged Show 
https://sdorchids.com/our-shows/



Pleurothallis display at Pacific Orchid Expo






